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Compliance in Victoria

In Victoria, the minimum standards for rental properties are outlined through
the Residential Tenancies Regulations 2021, enacted under the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997. These standards set out essential requirements related
to amenities, safety, and privacy. Landlords and property managers are
responsible for ensuring their rental assets adhere to these standards.

Minimum Standards

The regulations specify safety procedures and minimum criteria across 14
categories that all rental properties must satisfy. Failing to comply can result in
penalties, including the obligation to carry out necessary repairs.

Learn more

Safety Inspections

Property providers are required to perform several safety inspections, covering
gas and electrical systems, smoke alarms, and pool barriers.

They must also provide tenants with a disclosure statement prior to entering
into a lease, which includes pertinent property details and records of the last
safety checks.

Electrical Safety Inspection:

Electrical safety inspections are required every two years.

All electrical fittings and installations within a rental property must connect to
a circuit breaker that complies with AS/NZS 3000, as well as a residual current
device (RCD) conforming to AS/NZS 3190, AS/NZS 610081, or AS/NZS 61009.1.
Licensed electricians registered with Energy Safe Victoria are authorised to

perform these safety checks.

Learn more

Gas Safety Inspection:

Every two years a gas safety inspection is compulsory for all gas-related
installations and appliances. This includes heaters, stoves, and hot water
systems powered by gas, which must be properly maintained. Neglecting
maintenance can lead to carbon monoxide risks. These inspections must
be carried out by a licensed or registered gasfitter endorsed for Type A Gas
Appliances Servicing, as shown on their Plumbers Identity Card.

Learn more


https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/repairs-alterations-safety-and-pets/minimum-standards/minimum-standards-for-rental-properties
https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/repairs-alterations-safety-and-pets/gas-electrical-and-water-safety-standards/rental-providers-gas-and-electrical-safety
https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/repairs-alterations-safety-and-pets/gas-electrical-and-water-safety-standards/rental-providers-gas-and-electrical-safety
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Swimming Pool and Spa Barrier Inspection:

Victoria has specific regulations regarding the safety of swimming pools and
spas, including registration, inspection, and certification requirements for
property owners.

Rental providers are responsible for maintaining pool barriers in compliance
with the Building Regulations 2018.

Learn more

Smoke Alarm Safety Inspection:

Smoke alarms are mandatory in all Victorian residential properties.
Landlords and property managers must ensure their rental homes are fitted
with functioning smoke alarms.

An annual inspection is necessary to verify that these alarms are correctly
installed and operational.

Learn more

Disclosure Requirements

Before entering into a rental agreement, landlords must provide tenants with
a disclosure statement. This document should include details about sale plans,
any past maintenance issues such as mold or structural defects, compliance
with minimum standards, and recent safety check dates.

Learn more

Consequences of Non-Compliance by Rental Providers

Failure to meet minimum standards or bringing rental properties up to required
safety levels can result in significant penalties. The Victorian Government has
established a Rental Taskforce responsible for inspection and enforcement.
Additionally, Consumer Affairs maintains a non-compliance register that
publicly lists rental providers who breach legislation for up to three years.

Learn more — Rental Non-Compliance

Learn more — Penalties

AReal is here to help you understand these regulations. Our qualified service
providers can assist in ensuring your property remains compliant.

Please feel free to contact us for further assistance.


https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/repairs-alterations-safety-and-pets/keeping-the-property-safe/swimming-pools-and-spa-safety
https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/repairs-alterations-safety-and-pets/keeping-the-property-safe/smoke-alarms-and-fire-safety
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/num_reg/rtr2021n3o2021397/s16.html
https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/resources-and-tools/search-public-registers/rental-non-compliance-register
https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/housing/renting/legal-and-dispute-support/penalties

